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Assistant Commissioner for Patents <^ 
Washington, D.C. 20231 <S\ ^ 



SIR: ^ 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT *€? 
AND CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 37 C-F.R. §1.97 (E) (1) 

In accordance with their duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 
applicants direct the Examiner's attention to documents listed 
below and on Form PTO-144 9 attached hereto as Exhibit A . Copies of 
references 1-4 are attached hereto as Exhibits 1-4 respectively. 



US Patent No. 6,100,098 A, issued August 8, 2000, to 
Newkirk. (Exhibit 1); 



US Patent No. 5,864,018 A, issued January 26, 1999, to 
Morser et al . (Exhibit 2); 
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3. PCT International Publication No. WO 98/44955, published 
October 15, 1998, PCT International Application No. 
PCT/US98/06900, filed April 8, 1998 (Exhibit 3) ; and 

4. PCT International Publication No. WO 97/39121, published 
October 23, 1997, PCT International Application No. 
PCT/EP97/01832, filed April 11, 1997 (Exhibit 4) . 

Above listed references 1-4 were cited in a search report issued in 
connection with a foreign counterpart of the subject application, 
i.e. PCT International Application No. PCT/USOO/22059 . A copy of 
the search report is attached hereto as Exhibit B . 

In compliance with 37C.F.R. §1.97 (c) (1) and 3 7 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (1) , 
each item of information contained in the subject information 
disclosure statement was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement . 

If a telephone interview would be of assistance in advancing 
prosecution of the subject application, applicants 1 undersigned 
attorneys invites the Examiner to telephone either of them at the 
number provided below. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(c) (1), no fee is deemed necessary in 
connection with the filing of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement. However, if any fee is required, 
authorization is hereby given to charge the amount of any such fee 
to Deposit Account No. 03-3125. 



Respectfully submitted, 



I hereby certify that this paper is being 
deposited this date with the U.S. Postal 
Service as first class mail addressed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 
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